
358   WEDNESDAY  25TH,  MASS

of grace!  The  Lord is with you."  But  she was greatly
troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will
be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule
over the house of Jacob forever,  and of his Kingdom
there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since I have no relations with a man?" And
the  angel  said  to  her  in  reply,  ``The  Holy  Spirit  win
come upon you, and the power of the Most High win
overshadow you.  Therefore  the  child  to  be born  will
be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth,
your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age,
and this is the sixth month for her who was called bar-
ren; for nothing will be impossible for God." Mary said,
"Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done

to me according to your word." Then the angel depart-
ed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.

CREDo page 209
At the words and was incarnate all genuflect.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Be pleased, almighty God,
to accept your Church's offering,
so that she, who is aware that her beginnings
lie in the Incarnation of your Only Begotten Son,
may rejoice to celebrate his mysteries on this

Solemnity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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PREFACE: THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For the Virgin Mary heard with faith
that the Christ was to be born among men

and for men's sake
by the overshadowing power of the Holy Spirit.
Lovingly she bore him in her immaculate womb,
that the promises to the children of Israel might

come about
and the hope of nations be accomplished beyond

all telling.
Through him the host of Angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
May our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim: Holy ....

COMMUNION ANTIPHON                                                            Is 7:14
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;/ and his name
will be called Emmanuel.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Confirm in our minds the mysteries of the true faith,
we pray, 0 Lord,
so that, confessing that he who was conceived of

the Virgin Mary
is true God and true man,
we may, through the saving power of his Resurrection,
merit to attain eternal joy.
Through Christ our Lord.

MEDITATION       0F      THE       DAY

"Be it done to me"

The mouth speaks from the abundance of the heart,
above  all,  when  this  heart  is  pure  and  spotless.  The


